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National Day of Prayer

There are many great passages in
the Bible that talk about prayer.
¢ Pcrhaps the best known passage is 2
/1 Chronicles 7:14. “If MY people,
which are called by MY name, shall
humble themselves, and pray, and
seek my face, THEN will I hear from heaven, and
will forgive their sin, and HEAL THEIR LAND.”
As a preacher of the Gospel for more than fifty years,
I have preached from this passage many times.

Another of my favorite “prayer passages” is
Jeremiah 33:3. “Call unto ME, and I will answer
you, and show you great and mighty things which
you do not know.” No believer who is walking with
God would deny the need for prayer, especially
during the uncertain and trying times of the last few week

Try to imagine what might happen if believers all
across Pickens County, and the nation, came together
for a time of concentrated prayer. Try to imagine
what might happen if we really did repent of our sin.
Try to imagine what might happen if hundreds,
thousands, really did call out to God. Try to imagine
what might happen if the church, the people of God,
really did ask God for a great spiritual awakening
during these days of shut down, and while we
socially distance from each other we actually were to
“draw close to God.” It might be a turning point in
the life of believers, the church, and the nation.
Remember the promise: “I will heal the land.”

The National Day of Prayer is May 7, 2020. In
partnership with the Pickens-Twelve Mile Baptist
Association, the Piedmont Baptist Association is
calling on the churches of Pickens County to come
together for a season of prayer. All believers, every
denomination, are invited to participate. The plan is
simple, the outcome can be greater than one can
imagine.

Seven prayer sites have been designated in our
Piedmont Baptist Association. The Pickens-Twelve
Mile Baptist Association will also designate prayer
places. In the PBA (Piedmont Baptist Association)
the churches who will host the prayer gathering are
geographically spaced across our area. Crosswell
First, Mt Carmel, Easley First, Elljean, Siloam,
Mountain Springs, and Liberty First are the
designated churches. Please go to one of the
designated places on May 7 at 5:00 pm. You will stay
in your car and will be guided with prayer topics and
requests. You can drive by after work and it will take
about 30 minutes. Of course, you are welcome to
pray longer if you desire to.
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Share this with your friends, with your church
family, with your Sunday School/small group, and with
anyone who has a heart for God. I have read about
great moves of God in the past but I want to see God
move in our day. In my study of the “Great
Awakenings” in the past I made a great discovery.
There has not been a great, wide spread move of God in
North America in more than 100 years. There have
been great moves of God in the past without great
preaching and without great music, but there has never
been a great move of God that was not preceded with
great praying. “Call unto me and I will answer you.”
On May 7" let’s call out to Him.

One last thought. The night Jesus was arrested and
put on trial, do you remember that two times He
awakened His disciples and told them to pray? The
third time He found them asleep He said an amazing
thing to them. “Sleep on” or “continue to sleep.” I think
what He was saying was that they had slept through the
most important night in history. When our Lord returns,
I don’t want Him to find the church sleeping through
what might be the most urgent time we will ever face.
Plan to go to one of the designated churches on May 7"
and spend 30 minutes in prayer.

Dear Churches:

I pray this article finds you healthy
and adapting to our new normal
during this time. I want to
encourage you that God knew what was going to
happen in 2020. He knew where you would live,
and even who you neighbors would be (Acts 17).
So be encouraged that He knows your situation and
has a plan and purpose for this time. Our
perception has changed from going to church to
being the church. As we hope for some sense of
normalcy in the coming days, let me encourage you
to pray for your neighbors and look for
opportunities to meet their needs and point them to
Jesus. Lets take advantage of the slowed season we
are in and make the most of our time for the Lord.

Blessings:

Chris
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